HBI Healthy Buildings International

HOUSING SECTOR SUPPORT

Helping Keep Your Tenants Healthy and Safe

Housing Associations play an essential role in communities by providing access to housing that gives people
a better quality of life and access to services. It is for this reason that we must ensure these properties are not
only warm and secure but also healthy and safe.

Healthy Buildings International already supports
many Housing Associations across Ireland to
provide homes that are healthy environments and
in compliance with legislative and regulatory
requirements. We have a specialist team of locally
based surveyors, consultants and technicians who
are highly skilled across a vast area, to ensure you
get the best advice and service.

Energy Performance Certificates

Our buildings are responsible for almost 50% of the
UK’s energy consumption and carbon emissions.
Even comparatively minor changes in the energy
performance of and the way we use each building
would have a significant effect in reducing energy
consumption, and hence, carbon emissions.
From 30th December 2008 all properties (residential
& commercial) when sold, built or rented will need
an energy performance certificate (EPC). Public
buildings will also need to display a energy
performance certificate (DEC). HBI's audit provides
a detailed examination of the building as well as the
following where appropriate:

EPC’s for domestic and commercial buildings.
Air tightness testing and thermal imaging.
Assessment of the annual energy usage.
A detailed survey of the building to assess the
condition of the existing building fabric and
building services.

General energy consultancy.

Asbestos

Although asbestos is something we associate with
buildings of the past, it is still present in over 500,000
commercial, industrial and public buildings built or

renovated before the year 2000. There is constant
need for asbestos management programmes to be
put into place under the Control of Asbestos
Regulations (NI) 2007.

It is the responsibility of the person in charge of a
building to manage risks associated with the
presence of Asbestos Containing Materials (ACMs)
in the building. This covers everything from
identification and recording of the location and
condition, to assessing the risk to those occupying
the building and informing those at risk of
precautions, level of risk and contamination,
regardless of the condition of the asbestos. HBI are
licensed to undertake inspection and re-inspection
programmes and to update your asbestos register
accordingly to ensure that you meet with your legal
obligations.

Legionella Risk Assessment and Monitoring

As Ireland’s leading specialist in Legionella control,
we understand the importance of Legionella Risk
Assessments and, more importantly, the necessity
for continuous monitoring programmes to prevent
neglected water tanks and systems becoming high-
risk areas for the proliferation of Legionella bacteria.
Our sampling protocol is designed to ensure
accuracy, avoid ambiguity, to produce the client
confidentiality and to aid in the diagnosis of
contaminated water system. Our skilled and
experienced team of technicians provide
cleaning/disinfections solutions and control
programmes to ensure water systems comply with
the most recent Health and Safety Guidelines
(Approved Code of Practice and Guidance L8).
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Fire Risk Assessments

With over 69,000 fires in dwellings across the board,
resulting in over 600 tragic and unnecessary deaths.
Millions are lost from damaged property, loss of
business, fines and compensation claims, our fire risk
assessments have been developed in conjunction
with PAS79 and other British Standards. It aims to
minimise the risk to life and covers a range of safety
issues lowering insurance premiums.

HBI are able to offer a range of services including:

@ Implementation of FRA Recommendations.
@ Fire Warden and Awareness training.

@ Training and use of Fire extinguishers.

@ Design of evacuation plans.

@ Fire Risk Assessment reviews.

Disability Access Audits

Under the Disabled Discrimination Act 1995,
employers and service providers have a duty to insure
premises of occupation are accessible to a wide range
of potential users, including people with mobility
and sensory impairments. With HBI we can provide
an audit with snapshot views of a building at
any point in its life, highlighting areas for
improvement thereby making it an essential tool in
producing an access action plan. The audit report
produced will highlight non — compliance and make
recommendations with regard to the Disability
Discrimination Act, Approved Documentation of
the Building Regulations and “Best Practice”.

Data at your fingertips

At HBI we understand the importance of access to
up-to-date information. All your reports are available
in our dedicated secure client area, which means that
you can view and download any of your reports or
certificates at your convenience.

For more information about how Healthy Buildings
International can support you in keeping your
employees and tenants healthy, email: sales@hbi.ie
or visit www.hbi.ie

Belfast Office
Martrey House
Ravenhill Road
Belfast

BT6 8AW

T: +44 (0) 28 9073 8777
F: +44 (0) 28 9073 2777
E: info@hbi.ie

Dublin Office

Unit 34

Block 503

Grants Row

Greenogue Business Park
Rathcoole

Co Dublin

Ireland

T: + 353 (01) 257 3141
F: + 353 (01) 257 3142
E: info@hbi.ie

Cork Office
Unit 5
Eastgate Way
Little Island
Cork

Ireland

T: + 353 (21) 429 7871

F: + 353 (21) 429 7871
E: info@hbi.ie

www.hbi.ie
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